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Blackburn with Darwen 
Library and Information Service
Your local library service offers:

· Free membership to all who live, work or study in the borough and for visitors from wider afield.  It’s quick and easy to join, no ID requirement.
· Free admission to all library buildings – a wide range of opening hours: Monday – Saturday.
· A wealth of books and printed materials, to suit all ages, to support recreational reading, study and research, including talking books and books in other languages.  
· A range of online information resources, many available remotely, including encyclopaedias and academic journals in addition to sites which offer support for independent study in IT, language skills, driving test and citizenship. 
· A range of basic IT courses and drop in sessions, delivered across all libraries, aimed at those learners who are new to computers or who need to brush up their skills.

· Free 24/7 access to over 20,000 e-books and e-audio titles.  Up to 5 e-books and 4 e-audio may be borrowed from a virtual shelf and downloaded to a home PC or mobile device. Each is issued for a period of 3 weeks and then automatically returned.  There are no fines or charges and e-books can be renewed and reserved. 
· Free e-magazine access.  Over 100 titles to view or download.  Current and back issues are available and users can build up their own e-magazine library, keeping copies forever if they choose.
· Books, talking books and DVDs are issued for a period of 3 weeks.  All items may be renewed by telephone, personal visit or via our 24 hour online service.  Please note penalties may apply if items are returned late or damaged.

· Free reservations for all items in stock. Please note charges will be applied if notification is by post.

· Rooms for hire: meeting rooms with seating for 20 to 50, lecture theatre with tiered seating, accommodating up to 115 and a training suite with IT facilities.  Refreshment service available. 

· Local access to a national network of libraries through which resources, unavailable locally, may be obtained. A “requests” service linking all library authorities across the country.  For the cost of an administration charge specific items may be traced and supplied.  
· Individual and group study space, help with finding homework information, courses and drop-ins.  IT themed learning programmes offering training in basic skills - word processing, e-mail and internet etc.  
· Digital Health Hub providing information and support in the use of technologies to better manage health and wellbeing.

· Children’s learning activities delivered, out-of-school hours e.g. Code Clubs. 
· Family history - explored in a range of workshops.  All library users can enrol in these sessions and library members can access the family history e-resources, Ancestry and Find My Past, free of charge via the public access computers.
· www.cottontown.org – the Borough’s digital local history archive.

· A range of literacy development events for all age groups.  For children these include story times; rhyme times; book-based craft sessions; author/illustrator workshops; the Chatterbooks reading group and reading games. Adults are offered a cultural programme with author talks; reading groups; quizzes etc.  Events are held throughout the year – some are free, some are for a small charge. 
· The Bookstart scheme – co-ordinated by the library service and delivered with the help of partner agencies.  Two free resource packs are gifted to babies at the pre-school stage.  Carers may obtain packs from library outlets, if their child has missed receiving the gift through the health check or nursery.
· Reading games for children with – Bookstart Bear’s Reading Adventure (0 – 4s), Little Bookworms (5 – 7s); the Summer Reading Challenge (8 – 12s); and Reading Stars for (8 - 15s).  
· Resources to support health and well-being, e.g. Reading Well: Books on Prescription (borrow a book and better understand/handle health issues) and the home delivery service.
· A range of volunteering opportunities, including research roles linked to specific projects. 

· Trained staff who promote the use of the library and also deliver learning and literacy development in non-library venues across the community and work collaboratively with many partners such as NHS Blackburn with Darwen, Job Centre Plus, etc.

Blackburn with Darwen Library and Information Service supports well-being, encourages reading, spreads knowledge, contributes to learning and skills and helps to foster identity, community and a sense of place for people of all ages, backgrounds and cultures.
There are five public libraries within the Borough:
Blackburn – Town Hall St, Blackburn, BB2 1AG. (Tel: 661221)

Darwen – Knott St, Darwen, BB3 3BU. (Tel: 706021)

Cherry Tree  – Cherry Tree Lane, Blackburn, BB2 5NX. (Tel: 209442)

Mill Hill – Mill Hill Community Centre, New Chapel St, Blackburn, BB2 4DT. (Tel: 266380)

Roman Road – Fishmoor Drive, Blackburn, BB2 3UY. (Tel: 682347)
For more information on opening hours and services visit:

www.blackburn.gov.uk/libraries-and-reading 
www.twitter.com/librariesbwd
www.facebook.com/BlackburnwithDarwenlibraries
